
WORLD AIDS DAY, a Mission Minute at Centuary Chenango Street UMC 
 
Today is World AIDS Day.  We've been commemorating it since 1988. 
 
World AIDS Day provides an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against 
HIV, show their support for people living with HIV and to commemorate people who have 
died of AIDS related illnesses. 
 
We do not set aside a day to speak of AIDS because it's a dreadful way to die and often a 
miserable way to live.   No there are many miserable ways to die.  There are many dreaded 
diseases.   
 
We spend a few minutes today talking about AIDS BECAUSE it is preventable ...AND WE 
CAN HELP PREVENT AIDS. 
 
HIV/AIDS IS SPREAD BY  SILENCE!  UNSAFE  PRACTICES and STIGMA which 
persist because we as a people in general, and especially, we as church people are hesitant to 
talk about SEX AND STUFF LIKE THAT! 
 
The truth is we need to be able to say:  It's safe to talk about sex here!   and it's safe to talk 
about drugs here....It's safe to talk about sex and drugs with me.  And what we don't know 
between us we can find out. 
 
Whether I like it or not people I love and care about are going to have sex; some at times in 
their lives or circumstances I won't approve of...I still care, and can say, "I hope you are 
practicing SAFE SEX; and if you're not I know where you can get information (and free 
condoms)." Some of us know people who use drugs.  We wish they didn't, but if they do, 
and use needles, you can say, "I know where there is a free syringe exchange.". 
 
And we, at Centenary Chnango Street can say, if you have a loved one who is dealing with 
HIV/AIDS, OR ARE, YOURSELF infected, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE AND YOU 
CAN SHARE YOUR BURDENS WITH US.   
 
WE WILL LISTEN WITHOUT JUDGING.  WE WILL PRAY WITH YOU IF YOU 
LIKE.  WE WILL MAKE A COVENANT TO STAND BY YOU in sickness and health, 
value your gifts, celebrate your joys, listen to your fears. 
 
We can help; first, by increasing awareness of SAFE SEX PRACTICES and local resources 
like STAP.  secondly by speaking out against discrimination ...and for protection.   
 
At Holiday parties and family gatherings you can speak out:  " I hope everyone is practicing 
safe sex...using clean needles!  .... Think of the attention you'll get! 
 
The kids in the back have a red ribbon for you if you would like to say, " you can talk to 
me." 
 
- See more at: http://www.worldaidscampaign.org/world-aids-
day/#sthash.YomIkLMD.dpuf 


